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Mercer Museum to Host 2019 National History Day Regional

Competition at Delaware Valley University

Delaware Valley University scholarships worth up to $25,000 will be up for grabs for the
winners of the competition.

Credit: Mercer Museum. From left: Serafina Flemin and Sirui Chen at the 2018 History Day Regional Competition.
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DOYLESTOWN, Pa., — (01/15/19) —The 2019 National History Day regional competition for
Bucks and Montgomery counties will be held on Saturday, March 30 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Delaware
Valley University in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. First-place winners who are seniors will have a chance to
qualify for DelVal scholarships worth up to $25,000 annually.

The competition will be coordinated by the Bucks County Historical Society, which oversees Mercer
Museum and Fonthill Castle in Doylestown, in collaboration with professors and staff at DelVal.

National History Day is an annual academic enrichment program for students in grades 6 through 12
that encourages thoughtful historical research, project-based learning and a dose of friendly
competition, as individuals or as a group, in one of five distinct categories: exhibits, papers, websites,
documentary films and performances. More than 175 students from Bucks and Montgomery counties
participate in the regional event, and regional winners move on to the state level competition.

Guided by an annual theme, students are encouraged to choose a topic that matches their personal
interests. The 2019 theme is “Triumph and Tragedy in History”, and allows middle and high school
students to take history beyond the classroom.

The University will offer Presidential Scholarships to the first-place winners in the senior individual
exhibit, the senior documentary, the senior website and the senior paper categories. The Presidential
Scholarship is a merit award that is based on past academic achievement and encourages academic
success and rigor at the University. The scholarship is worth up to $25,000 annually. To qualify, winners
must be high school seniors in good academic standing, apply, be offered admission and enroll at DelVal
in the Fall of 2019 meeting all stated criteria as first-time freshmen students. Eligible students will be
required to show proof of their achievement in the competition at the time of application. Students are
eligible for one academic scholarship at the University. A student will be granted the highest of any offer
of institutional merit scholarship.

“This is the first year Delaware Valley University will partner with the Mercer Museum to host the
competition and the University is extremely pleased to bring the event to our campus in Doylestown,”
said Dr. Jack Schmidt, chair of the University’s liberal arts department. “History Day gives students in our
history, policy and society major as well as our history education majors the opportunity to work with
the staff at the Mercer Museum and with local educators and their students to highlight the importance
of historical research.”

Bucks County Historical Society President and Executive Director Kyle McKoy adds that the National
History Day program is “similar to a science fair.”

“The skills of conducting research, identifying credible sources, and publicly presenting their findings are
crucial to increasing civic engagement in young people,” said McKoy. “These skills are important at a
time when so much misinformation can be reached with a single click.”

The Bucks County Historical Society will be offering a monetary award of $250 for this year’s winning

student project focused on any aspect of Pennsylvania history that ties into the National History Day
theme.

For more information, please visit mercermuseum.org/national-history-day.



http://mercermuseum.org/national-history-day

About National History Day® (NHD)

National History Day is a nonprofit education organization headquartered in College Park, Maryland. Established in
1974, NHD promotes an appreciation for historical research among middle and high school students through
multiple annual programs. More than half a million students participate in the annual National History Day
Contest. These research-based projects are entered into contests at the local and affiliate levels, where the top
entries are invited to the National Contest at the University of Maryland at College Park. NHD provides
professional development opportunities and curriculum materials for educators of all levels. NHD is sponsored in
part by HISTORY®, Jostens, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National Park Service, Southwest
Airlines, the Joe Weider Foundation, and the WEM 2000 Foundation of the Dorsey & Whitney Foundation. For
more information, visit nhd.org.

About the Mercer Museum

The Mercer Museum, one of Bucks County’s premier tourist attractions, offers visitors a unique window into pre-
Industrial America as seen through the implements used in everyday life. The Museum’s collection includes more
than 50,000 objects exhibiting the tools of more than 60 different crafts and trades, providing one of the world’s
most comprehensive portraits of material culture in America. The Mercer Museum is located at 84 South Pine
Street in Doylestown and is open for self-guided exploration seven days a week. For more information,

call 215.345.0210, or visit mercermuseum.org.

About Delaware Valley University

Delaware Valley University is an independent, comprehensive university with more than 1,000 acres in Bucks and
Montgomery counties. Founded in 1896, DelVal emphasizes experiential and interdisciplinary learning and
provides small class sizes where students learn on a first-name basis. Through the innovative Experience360
Program, all DelVal students gain real-world experience in their fields. Located in Doylestown, Pennsylvania, DelVal
combines the comfort of small-town living with the excitement of big-city access. DelVal offers more than 25
undergraduate majors in the sciences, humanities, and business, more than five master’s programs, a Doctor of
Education and a variety of adult education courses. The University’s vision is to be the leader in experiential
education, empowering all learners to transform the world.
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