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Located in Doylestown, Bucks County, PA, the Mercer Museum and 
Fonthill Castle are two historic properties celebrating the legacy 
of Henry Chapman Mercer (1856-1930), American archaeologist, 
anthropologist, ceramicist and scholar. 

Mercer Museum
84 South Pine Street 
Doylestown, PA 18901

The Mercer Museum is a six-story 
reinforced concrete castle designed 
by Henry Mercer and completed 
in 1916. Today, it is one of Bucks County’s premier cultural 
attractions and a Smithsonian affiliate. 

The museum complex features local and national traveling 
exhibits, as well as a core museum collection of over 50,000 
pre-Industrial tools. This permanent collection offers visitors 
a unique window into pre-Industrial America through sixty 
different crafts and trades, and is one of the world’s most 
comprehensive portraits of American material culture.  
The museum also features a research library that is a 
center for local history related to Bucks County and the 
surrounding region, with its roots dating back to the 
founding of the Bucks County Historical Society in 1880.

OUR C A STLES

Fonthill Castle
525 East Court Street 
Doylestown, PA 18901

Fonthill Castle was the home and 
showplace of Henry Chapman 
Mercer (1856-1930).

Mercer completed Fonthill Castle in 
1912. The castle serves as an early 
example of reinforced concrete and features forty-four 
rooms, over two hundred windows, and eighteen fireplaces. 
Fonthill Castle’s interior features Mercer’s renowned, 
handcrafted ceramic tiles designed at the height of the Arts 
and Crafts movement.

Fonthill Castle is open for guided one-hour tours on a  
first-come, first-served basis. 

Due to its historic nature, Fonthill Castle has limited accessibility with steep 
stairs and narrow, uneven passages throughout the site. Please notify us if 
your group includes individuals with accessibility needs.
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MERCER MUSEUM

DOYLESTOWN, PA

Mercer Museum note: The historic core of the Mercer Museum has an elevator 
and offers partial accessibility due to narrow passageways. This historic portion 
is not climate controlled and may experience fluctuations in temperature and 
humidity, depending on external weather conditions. The ground floor of the 
Mercer Museum features a modern and fully accessible, climate-controlled 
changing exhibit gallery, lecture space, museum shop and restrooms.

Mercer Museum & Fonthill Castle are open daily Monday – Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Sunday 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Generous support provided by: County of Bucks, Office of the 
Commissioners, Pennsylvania Council of Arts, a state agency,  
through its regional funding partnership, PA Partners in the Arts; 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museums Commission,  
members of BCHS and Mercer Rainmakers.

FONTHILL CASTLE



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Featured Exhibits at the Mercer Museum

Forging a Link: Metalsmiths Respond  
to the Mercer Collection
September 28, 2019 – January 5, 2020
Special Exhibit Included with Museum Admission

Experience the Mercer Museum’s historic artifacts in a new 
light this fall in the exhibit Forging a Link: Metalsmiths Respond 
to the Mercer Collection. 

Curated by Professor Cappy Counard of Edinboro University, 
this exhibit highlights the work of twenty-three blacksmiths, 
metalsmiths and 
jewelers, who represent 
a diverse cross section 
of their fields. These 
artists responded to 
the museum’s historic 
collection with their own 
contemporary works of art 
that are integrated into 
the museum’s permanent 
exhibits and displayed 
alongside the artifacts 
that inspired them.

Pigskin Peanuts
November 19, 2019 – 
February 9, 2020
Special Exhibit Included 
with Museum Admission

Just in time for football 
season, the Mercer Museum 
is showcasing a selection of Charles M. Schulz’s famous 
football-themed comic strips in a new exhibit entitled Pigskin 
Peanuts.

This exhibit, organized and toured by the Charles M. Schulz 
Museum and Research Center, Santa Rosa, California, features 
fifty Sunday and daily Peanuts comic strips featuring the sport 
of football and the popular characters 
Charlie Brown, Woodstock, Snoopy 
and more. The Mercer Museum will 
also mount a companion exhibit 
highlighting original artifacts, 
photography and memorabilia from 
Bucks County’s football history. 

Mercer Museum Exhibit-Related Programs

Tickets at mercermuseum.org Tickets at mercermuseum.org

SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2019
Featured Exhibits at the Mercer Museum

Artist Lecture: Constructed 
Objects and Material Fictions  
Thursday, October 3, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$10 General Admission/$5 Members

Metalsmith Myra Mimlitsch-Gray 
connects her sculptural work to craft history, material culture 
and the decorative arts. During this evening lecture, she will 
illustrate her perspective on the nature of craft and unity.  

Artist Lecture:  
Metalwork of Bryn Athyn 
Cathedral & Glencairn
Tuesday, October 15, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$10 General Admission/$5 Members

Join artist and blacksmith Warren 
Holzman as he explores the distinctive 
metalwork of the Bryn Athyn Cathedral 
and Glencairn, two sites that house one of 
the most important collections of forged 
ornamental metal in the world. 

Curator Lecture: Connections 
– Making and Collaborating  
Thursday, October 24, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$10 General Admission/$5 Members

Exhibit curator and artist Cappy 
Counard makes jewelry and metalwork 
about connecting, mending and 
honoring our shared commonalities. 
Join her as she discusses the 
development of her artwork and 
how it led to her connection with 
the museum and the creation of the 
Forging a Link: Metalsmiths Respond 
to the Mercer Collection exhibit. 
Following this presentation, Counard 
will lead a tour of the exhibit. 

Crafternoon: Art Inspired by Metal
Sunday, October 27, 2019 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Free with Museum Admission

This drop-in workshop led by Mercer Museum educators 
encourages children to create their own arts and crafts pieces 
inspired by metalwork.

Mercer Museum Exhibit-Related Programs



Mercer Museum Exhibit-Related Programs

Tickets at mercermuseum.org Tickets at mercermuseum.org

Special Lecture:  
“Original, Alone & Unique:”  
The Mercer Museum Collection 
Thursday, November 7, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$10 General Admission/$5 Members

Discover Henry Mercer’s motivations and 
methods in establishing and assembling 
the museum’s collection in this special 
lecture by Vice President of Collections 
and Interpretation Cory Amsler.

Artist Lecture:  
Hairwork: Then and Now 
Tuesday, November 12, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$10 General Admission/$5 Members

Melanie Bilenker explores the Victorian tradition of hairwork, 
or jewelry made with human hair, and her modern approach to 
the art. Her presentation will be followed by a demonstration 
of several Victorian processes used in the remembrance 
jewelry that first inspired her.

Crafternoon: Pigskin Peanuts 
Sunday, November 17, 2019
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Free with Museum Admission

Create comic book-inspired and football-
themed crafts with Mercer Museum educators 
in this drop-in session.

Artist Lecture:  
Gunfire to Guinea Feathers: Interpreting the 
Mercer Museum’s Firearms Collection
Wednesday, November 20, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$10 General Admission/$5 Members

During this lecture, metalsmith Nash Quinn discusses the 
museum’s firearm collection from the perspective of a craft 
artist, including its historical 
significance and how 
the artifacts became the 
inspiration for his piece in 
the exhibit, Forging a Link: 
Metalsmiths Respond to the 
Mercer Collection. 

Cartoons on a Sunday Afternoon  
Sunday, December 1, 2019
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m
Free with Museum Admission

Join cartoonists from the 
National Cartoonists Society 
at this drop-in afternoon 
event. See how cartoons 
are drawn and leave with a 
drawing of your very own. 

Meet the Curator: Pigskin Peanuts Exhibit Tour
Tuesday, December 3, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$10 General Admission/$5 Members

Take advantage of this after-hours tour of the new exhibit 
Pigskin Peanuts. This tour showcases football-themed artifacts 
and makes connections to the broader history of football in 
Bucks County.

An Artistic Experience with Ashara Shapiro 
Thursday, December 12, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
$10 Admission

Celebrate the unique nature 
of the Mercer Museum’s pre-
Industrial tool collection 
through an evening of artistry 
and empowerment with Bucks 
County-based artist and founder 
of A. Recherche, Ashara Shapiro. 
Shapiro breathes new life into 
reclaimed pieces and creates 
wearable art using the tools 
of yesteryear. An interactive 
shopping experience will follow 
Shapiro’s presentation, with 
10% of all proceeds 
being donated to 
the museum. Space 
is limited, advanced 
tickets highly 
recommended. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2019
Mercer Museum Exhibit-Related Programs



The Craftery Market 
Saturday, September 14, 2019
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Free Entrance to the Market  
(on the lawn outside the Mercer Museum)

This modern and unique market on 
the lawn outside the Mercer Museum 

features over 50 vendors, including carefully-curated artisan, 
handmade items, antique & vintage finds, fresh flowers, original 
art and more! Enjoy food and live music while you shop.

Friends of the Bucks County Historical Society 
Lecture:  Will the Person Who Really Shot Down 
the Red Baron Please Step Forward?
Monday, September 16, 2019
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., Free

During this Friends of the Bucks County 
Historical Society Lecture, hear David 
Wesley Tonkin tell the mysterious story 
of the death of Manfred von Richthofen, 
aka the “Red Baron,” in an air battle in 
northern France.

Smithsonian Magazine Museum Day
Saturday, September 21, 2019
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Free – Advanced Registration Required

Mercer Museum and Fonthill Castle will 
open its doors free of charge on Smithsonian 
Magazine’s 15th annual Museum Day. Visit 
smithsonianmag.com/museumday to register 
for free admission.

Out from Slavery 
Tuesday, September 24, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$10 General Admission/$5 Members

Join Doylestown writer and researcher Doreen 
Stratton as she explores enslaved workers’ 
journeys from Africa to freedom through the 
Underground Railroad. 

Treasures from the Library Vault
Thursday, October 17, 2019 & Monday, November 18, 2019
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$10 General Admission/$5 Members

Join Bucks County Historical Society collections staff for an 
evening exploring some of the most intriguing and “hidden” 
items in the Mercer Museum Library. Get an up-close look at a 
few of these treasures during a white-glove portion of the event.  

Mercer Museum Programs Mercer Museum Programs

Tickets at mercermuseum.org Tickets at mercermuseum.org
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Friends of the Bucks County Historical Society:  
An Afternoon with John Adams
Monday, November 18, 2019
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., Free 

American Historical Theatre reenactor Joe Doyle portrays 
Second President of the United States John Adams and shares 
the stories of a man who devoted his outstanding legal talents 
to the cause of freedom and liberty.

Gingerbread in the Log House
Friday, November 29, 2019
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Free with Museum Admission (outdoor program, 
dress warmly)

Join food historian Susan Plaisted in the Mercer 
Museum’s Log House for a family-friendly drop-in 
program. Learn how gingerbread evolved from 
a mixture of ginger and breadcrumbs to its present day form, 
including the cut-out gingerbread man. Savor gingerbread 
samples and enjoy the tastes of the holidays.

Mercer Museum Holiday Open House
Tuesday, December 10, 2019
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Free

Delight in the sounds, scents and 
scenes of the holidays at the Mercer 
Museum’s traditional Holiday Open 
House featuring local musical 
performances, the burning of the 
greens and a visit with Santa in the 
Log House. 

Annual Fundraiser

Cocktails at the Castle 
Friday, October 11, 2019
7:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m., VIP Reception begins at 6:30 p.m. 
$250 VIP/ $175 General Admission/$150 Members/$95 Mercer’s 
NextGen (21-30 years old)

Enjoy an unforgettable evening of culinary delights and 
tantalizing cocktails at the Mercer Museum’s major annual 
fundraiser to benefit year-round education, exhibition and 
community initiatives. Guests 
enjoy offerings from the area’s 
most renowned restaurants, 
caterers, and bakeries while 
imbibing crafted cocktails and 
dancing the night away. An online 
silent auction features one-of-a-
kind experiences and packages, 
all to benefit a great cause. 



Winter Wonderland: Daily Tours at Fonthill Castle
November 30 – December 31, 2019
Regular Daily Admission

Throughout the month of December, daily hour-long tours at 
Fonthill Castle will showcase Henry Mercer’s home decked out 
for the holidays. These regular timed tours do not require a 

reservation and are 
first-come, first-served 
every day. 

Fonthill Castle Community Holiday Open House
Sunday, December 8, 2019
12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Free

Enjoy Fonthill Castle’s holiday 
decorations during our ground-
floor open house. Sip hot cider and 
make your own holiday ornament. 
At the Moravian Pottery & Tile 
Works, enjoy hot chocolate, holiday 
music and a visit with Santa. 

Fonthill Castle Holiday Lights Meander
Saturdays & Sundays: December 21 & 22, 28 & 29, 2019
12:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
$25 Adults/$20 Member Adults

Wander at your own pace through Fonthill Castle’s many 
decorated rooms and enjoy a special holiday experience 

complete 
with seasonal 
refreshments. 
Advanced 
tickets are highly 
recommended as 
these events sell 
out every year. 
Tickets are  
non-refundable 
and  
non-transferable.

Tower Tours 
Saturdays: September 7, 
October 5, November 2 &  
December 7, 2019
10:15 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.
$20 General Admission/ 
$10 Members

During these hour-long tours, 
guests explore Henry Mercer’s home from basement to tower 
and learn more about Mercer’s creative ideas through stories 
and illustrated prints. These special behind-the-scenes tours 
offer access to areas not seen on daily tours.

Seasonal Grounds 
Tour at Fonthill Castle
Saturday, October 5, 2019
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
$5 General Admission/Free 
for BCHS and DNC Members

Tour the Fonthill Castle 
grounds off East Court 
Street with experts from the 
Doylestown Nature Club 

and explore the vast array of specimen trees and their history. 

Night Tales at Fonthill Castle
Wednesday, October 30, 2019
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
$20 General Admission/$15 Members

Take an evening tour of Fonthill Castle’s 
shadowy corners, including the Basement 
“Crypt”, and learn of Henry Mercer’s love of 
detective and Gothic literature, followed by 
a dramatic performance of Edgar Allan Poe’s 
“The Tell-Tale Heart.”

Fonthill Castle Escape Room  
Saturdays: November 9, 16, 23 & 30, 2019

6:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
$40 General Admission/ 
$35 Members

Back by popular demand 
in partnership with the 
Doylestown Escape Room, 
this all-ages adventure 
includes a 30-minute special 
castle tour and 45-minute 
escape room experience.

Fonthill Castle Programs

Tickets at mercermuseum.org Tickets at mercermuseum.org
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