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Friends of the Bucks County Historical Society  

Bylaws 

 

Article I: Name and Definitions 

The name of the organization will be “Friends of the Bucks County Historical Society”, 

hereinafter referred to as the Friends. This organization will be a subsidiary of the Bucks County 

Historical Society and will have no legal rights of control over the buildings, grounds, collections 

or other property of the Bucks County Historical Society, unless authorized by said Society. 

 

Article II: Purpose 

The purpose of the organization will be: 

A. To supply volunteers for the various functions and activities of the BCHS 
B. To raise money in support of the BCHS 
C. To secure new members for the Society 

 
 

Article III: Membership 

Any person who is a member in good standing of the Bucks County Historical Society can be a 
member upon paying the Friends’ membership fee. The Executive Board will designate the 
annual membership fee. 

 

Article IV: Meetings 

Section 1: Unless otherwise ordered by the Friends or by the Executive Board, regular meetings 
will be held on the third Mondays of March, May, September, and November at 12:30 P.M. at 
the Mercer Museum or Fonthill Castle of the Bucks County Historical Society. 

Section2: The November meeting will be the Annual Meeting for the election of officers for 
the coming calendar year or every even year if officers are elected to two-year terms. Reports 
from all standing committees and officers will be due at this time. 

Section 3: Special meetings may be called at any time by the President or by request of ten 
active members. The call will state the purpose of the meeting. 
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Article V: Officers 

Section 1: Titles for the officers will be: President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Section 2: Election and tenure will be as follows. At the September meeting, prior to the Annual 

November meeting, the Chairperson of the Nomination Committee will call for any nominations 

from the general membership to be included in the ballot for the Annual Meeting. At the 

Annual Meeting election will be by ballot, unless there is only one nominee for an office, in 

which case he or she may be elected by voice vote. A majority vote of those present at the 

meeting will be necessary to elect. All officers will take office as of January 1st of the next 

calendar year. 

At the Annual Meeting, the President and Vice-President will be elected for two-year 

terms in even numbered years. In the event that no candidate is available to serve in office at the 

time of the election, then the existing officer may remain in office until a successor is elected. 

Section 3: Eligibility for all officers will be as follows. He/She: 

a. should be a current member of the Friends and 

b. current member of the Bucks County Historical Society 

c. has given his/her consent to being nominated 

Section 4: When a vacancy occurs in an elected office, the Executive Board will select a member 

to fill the unexpired term.  

 

Article VI: Duties of Officers 

Section 1: The President will preside at all meetings of the Friends and of the Executive Board. 

Subject to the approval of the Executive Board, the President will organize standing committees 

and have general supervision of the work of the Friends. He/she will be member ex-officio of all 

committees except the Nominating Committee. The President, or designee from the Friends of 

BCHS Executive Board, will serve as a voting delegate to the Bucks County Historical Society’s 

Board of Trustees. 

Section 2: The Vice-President will cooperate with the President in furthering the work and will 

perform the duties of the President in his/her absence and represent the President when so 

requested. 

Section 3: The Secretary will keep an accurate record of the proceedings of all meetings of the 

Executive Board of the Friends of BCHS. He/she will conduct the necessary correspondence. 
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Section 4: The Treasurer will account for all monies received and distributed by the Friends. 

a. Funds acquired will be deposited in the Projects Fund of the Bucks County Historical 

Society. Said fund will be administrated by the Treasurer of the Friends and the 

appointed administrator of the Bucks County Historical Society. 

b. The Treasurer will coordinate his/her records with those of the Bucks County 

Historical Society. 

c. The Treasurer will present a report at each Executive Board meeting. 

 

Article VII: Executive Board 

Section 1: The Executive Board will consist of the officers of the Friends, the immediate past 

president(s), and additional members who may be appointed by the President. 

Section 2: The Executive Board will have authority over the affairs of the Friends and will direct 

their policies. They are authorized to exercise all the powers of the general membership 

between meetings. 

Section 3: The Executive Board will meet monthly, and if needed, at the call of the President. 

The majority of the Executive Board will constitute a quorum.  

 

Article VIII: Chairpersons 

Section 1: the Membership Chairperson will be responsible for working with museum staff 

liaison in maintaining current membership records, encouraging new memberships, and 

maintaining a welcome table at each Quarterly Meeting for distributing name tags to 

members, signing in visitors, and collecting donations.  

Section 2: The Program Chairperson(s) will be responsible for arranging programs for the 

Quarterly Meetings. 

Section 3: A Nominating Committee Chairperson will be selected by the President. The 

committee will consist of three members of the Executive Board. At the May Quarterly Meeting 

prior to elections, the Chairperson may request nominations from the general membership for 

officer positions. The committee will present a slate of candidates at the September Executive 

Board meeting. The Election will be held at the November Quarterly Meeting. 

Section 4: The President may form any other committees that he/she deems necessary and 

designate their responsibilities. 
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Article IX: Parliamentary Authority 

Section 1: All questions of parliamentary procedure not covered by these by-laws will be 

decided by Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Section 2: A parliamentarian may be appointed by the President and approved by the Executive 

Board. 

 

Article X: Amendments 

The by-laws may be amended and changed at any stated Quarterly Meeting of the Friends by 

a two-thirds vote of the number present, provided the change has been submitted to the 

membership at a previous meeting. 

 

 

 


