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Mercer Museum Research Library  
Becomes FamilySearch Affiliate Library 

 

DOYLESTOWN, PA – If you want to be part of the popular ancestry search trend, you may not 
need to look any further than the local library. The Mercer Museum Research Library, operated 
by the Bucks County Historical Society (BCHS), is now a FamilySearch Affiliate Library, which 
means it has access to more genealogy resources to help you make more family discoveries. 
FamilySearch is a world leader in family history. 

There are only a few hundred affiliate libraries in the country. The designation means local 
library patrons will now have greater and more convenient access to the wealth of genealogical 
resources available through FamilySearch. The popular web service has over 6 billion 
searchable names and 2 billion images of historical genealogical records—and you get the 
helpful assistance of library staff.  

FamilySearch adds over 300 million free genealogical records and images online yearly from all 
over the world and manages the famous FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake City. It has amassed 
billions of birth, marriage, death, census, land and court records from more than 130 countries 
to help you discover and make family connections. 

"Becoming a FamilySearch Affiliate Library is one more way the Mercer Museum Research 
Library strives to serve its researchers,” says Annie Halliday, BCHS Director of Library and 
Archives. “We are excited to offer onsite researchers another resource in discovering more 
about their own history." 

“Interest in our ancestral roots continues to grow with the popularity of DNA tests, reality tv 
shows like Long Lost Family or Who Do You Think You Are?, and the growing access to online 
genealogy records.  Adding the Mercer Museum Research Library as our newest FamilySearch 
Affiliate Library will enable patrons to make many fun, personal discoveries and family 
connections,” adds Paul Nauta, FamilySearch Public Relations Manager. 

 

 



About FamilySearch 
 
FamilySearch is the largest genealogy organization in the world. FamilySearch is a nonprofit, volunteer-
driven organization sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Millions of people use 
FamilySearch records, resources, and services to learn more about their family history. To help in this 
great pursuit, FamilySearch and its predecessors have been actively gathering, preserving, and sharing 
genealogical records worldwide for over 100 years. Patrons may access FamilySearch services and 
resources for free at FamilySearch.org or through more than 5,000 FamilySearch centers in 129 
countries, including the main FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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About the Mercer Museum & Fonthill Castle  
 
Located in Doylestown, Bucks County, PA, the Mercer Museum and Fonthill Castle are historic castles 
celebrating the legacy of Henry Chapman Mercer (1856-1930), American archaeologist, anthropologist, 
ceramicist and scholar. Both sites are operated by the Bucks County Historical Society (BCHS).  
 
The Mercer Museum, one of Bucks County's premier cultural attractions and a Smithsonian affiliate, 
features both local and national seasonal exhibits as well as a core museum collection of over 17,000 
pre-Industrial tools. This permanent collection offers visitors a unique window into pre-Industrial 
America through sixty different crafts and trades and is one of the world's most comprehensive portraits 
of American material culture. The museum also features a research library that is a center for local 
history related to Bucks County and the surrounding region, with its roots dating back to the founding of 
the Bucks County Historical Society in 1880.  
 
Fonthill Castle was built between 1908-1912 and was the home of Henry Chapman Mercer. Mercer built 
Fonthill Castle as his residence and showplace for his collection of tiles and prints. The castle serves as 
an early example of reinforced concrete and features forty-four rooms, over two hundred windows, and 
eighteen fireplaces. Fonthill Castle's interior features Mercer's renowned, hand-crafted ceramic tiles 
designed at the height of the Arts and Crafts movement. 
 
The Mercer Museum is located at 84 South Pine Street, Doylestown, PA, 18901. Fonthill Castle is located 
at 525 East Court Street in Doylestown, PA, 18901.  
 
The Mercer Museum & Fonthill Castle are open Tuesdays – Sundays from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. For up-
to-date ticket and schedule information, please visit mercermuseum.org. 
 
 
For additional information, please contact: 
 
Allison Hauser, PR & Marketing Manager  
Mercer Museum & Fonthill Castle 
(215) 345-0210 ext. 143 
ahauser@mercermuseum.org 
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